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division, selfishness* . . * It means, in plain truth, that
those who have sharp understandings, and can chop
logic skilfully, are to say to their plainer, less brilliant
brothers, These laws which we give you are the only
ones which are in accordance with the * inexorable laws
of Political Economy/ which we understand and you
don't; or, This creed, or no creed, is the only one
which is in accordance with the ' great laws of criticism/
which we understand, and you can't, and so must take
them for granted on our word : but this will not do ;
this is not the freedom, equality, and brotherhood for
which the great heart of Europe sighs so deeply ; this
is as sheer despotism as Nicholas's of Russia ; as sheer
popery as Leo's the Tenth/1

The whole concludes with a battle-cry, and a signifi-
cant reminiscence of the author's Cromwellian tradition :

"We have heard the first cannon-shots of one of the
greatest battles in that world-old* war ; and if the peril
of such fights be great, the honour is far greater, if we
are found on the right side. We can no longer blink
the questions which are being asked us on every hand ;
we must take some part in the coming struggle* Let
each man then strive in all earnestness and all sincerity
to determine on which side the right lies, and having
done so, let him forsake all and follow that. We
democrats have little doubt which way the decision of
most good men will ultimately be ; we have none which
cause will triumph in the end. But let us beware lest
any folly or any sin of ours retard that triumph, and
let us remember that the old Puritan spirit is the omly
one in which we can hope to conquer ; that spirit which
told our ancestors that they must fail if they should
ever separate * God and the cause/ "